The method which I shall describe occurred to me while I studied the manner by which the crumbling of the river bank at Wheeling is prevented. There the approach of the river is paved with stone mixed with the soft earth. This is done so that the wash of the river at high mark, and the passage of vehicles shall not wear through. The same thing is seen in a chimney exposed to long years of weather. If it were made of mortar, it would soon succumb, but as it shows, the mortar is eaten out between the bricks only to a degree. 
